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The Alternative Student Movement
The Alternative Student Movement is an independent, secular, pluralist, and progressive 
student movement founded and based on students from the Lebanese American University. 
The movement is fully dedicated to the “Take Back the LAU Council” campaign. Along 
with that, the movement seeks to spread secular culture in the university and in the society. 
The movement aims to provide an alternative pluralist political and social student platform 
independent of the current political composition.
The AS movement considers civil and socio-economic rights - derived from the universal 
declaration of human rights - as the concrete basis of its conduct. Subsequently, the 
movement is committed to defend students’ rights against any violation.

For more information or any other request, contact the movement: 

alternativestudentmovement@gmail.com

 Time is that thing that we all know is precious. We learn about it, we study it, we 
cliche the shit out of it. Time is money. Time flies. Don’t waste it. Time, time, time. 
Sometimes no one has it. Everyone wants more of it. And some of us have too 
much of it on our hands. 
 But have you ever really stopped to think about it? To feel seconds passing, not 
the sound of the clock ticking, but the actual feeling of losing something every 
second you are alive; the tendrils of sand trickling out of that hourglass of our 
lives. Because if you sit and you stop from the push and pull of everyday life, and 
you feel that pressure of the universe moving away from your grip, you will feel 
the fear. Fear that you didn’t spend enough of that time with the right people, or 
at the right places, or for the right purposes. Fear that only gets stronger the more 
you realize you’ll never get back that time because it’s gone. It can’t be recycled 
or bought or controlled. Once it’s gone, it’s gone. 
 And yet, as overwhelming as this fear should be, so many of our reactions to it 
are underwhelming. We’re wasting time haphazardly, hardly even noticing it slip 
between our fingers. What eventually happens is that we’re faced with a time 
in which the clockwork of the world speeds up and you have less time than you 
thought. That is when we get all philosophical about it. But why? Why not put a 
some effort into it and be more considerate. We prepare for almost all things in 
life that are relatively insignificant and we worry about them to our dying days. 
But we don’t put effort to prepare to spend time with the people and at the places 
we love until it’s too late and we’ve lost them. 
 What will you do when you run out of time? Turn back the clock? You might be 
able to turn back the hands of a clock but that doesn’t mean it’s the right time. 
You’re just fooling yourself. So what will you do? What will you do when you lose 
what has been in constant abundance that you never even doubted that it would 
end? How will you get back those precious seconds, minutes, hours? The real 
question is, how CAN you get it back? And the real answer is, well you can’t. 
All you really can do is regret. And that is the most irritating, burdensome, and 
uncomfortable feeling of them all. 
 All you need to do is to take a little time to make things right and do right with the 
people that surround you before you can’t anymore. That’s the difference between 
the hourglass and life. You can flip the hourglass over and the time will go right 
back. 
 But in life, the wind catches the grains of sand and sends it off into the universe, 
never to be seen again.
 

Paul Sukkar
Timely Thoughts

Hassan Harb
The Health Stock Market of Lebanon

Political corruption in Lebanon has reached its utmost levels, by spreading into one 
of the most humanitarian sectors: Health. Every now and then a child dies due to 
his parents’ inability to pay for a reputable health care service. Yana, eleven years 
old girl, fell a victim of such a regime.
Yana was born with Tyrosinemia, a rare genetic disease that her family is a carrier 
of its genes. Tyrosinemia is an inborn error of metabolism in which the body cannot 
effectively break down the amino acid Tyrosine. Its symptoms include liver and 
kidney disorders. If not treated properly, Tyrosinemia is fatal.
When Yana was around one year old, her parents noticed that the baby girl showed 
some unusual allergic reactions to certain foods, and a development of a pale yellow 
skin color accompanied by a drop in the rate of growth. After being examined by 
several doctors and specialists, Dr Mohammad Jawad Khalifeh, former minister of 
health and a liver transplant specialist, was able to diagnose Yana as a Tyrosinemia 
Patient. He described the little girl’s case as “severe but curable”. Through his 
words, the doctor was able to put the parents in relief for a while.
Yana was subject to different medical inspections, and a liver biopsy was sent 
abroad to be examined. On this basis, Dr Khalifeh gave out his statement, “Yana will 
survive after being subject to a liver transplant”. He explained that it is preferable 
that one of the parents would be the liver donor so that he could guarantee the 
success of the transplant. Dr Khalifeh also added that he will be the one to perform 
the operation but demanded a price of 70,000$, an amount that was a bit hard to 
afford. But, since the girl’s health started to decline as she grew up, her parents, 
relatives, and neighbors worked together to meet the expenses of the operation.
The child’s health status became very grave. On different occasions she temporary 
lost her sight, memory, and in some cases, her conscious. The behavior of Dr 
Khalifeh towards his patient started to be a little suspicious; he rarely answered the 
parents’ calls, and when he did his words seemed to contradict what he previously 
said. Dr Khalifeh at this point demanded 150,000$ for the operation, and claimed 
that the only way for the transplant to end up successful is by finding a suitable liver 
of a deceased person. Things got more complicated and Yana’s parents started to 
lose hope as the doctor had set up new measures for combating the disease.
By the end of October, the father gave Dr Khalifeh a call to ask for any updates 
on the case, but the answer came quite scandalous. Dr Khalifeh said that he had a 
matching liver a week ago but had no recipient, so the organ was disposed. Those 
words were enough for the parents to realize that their little daughter was a victim 
of an organ trade business, and all what Dr Khalifeh was aiming at is a bargaining 
power to profit from the transplant.
The young girl, who was not only fighting Tyrosinemia but also a monstrous business 
and a businessman whose soul was poisoned with greed, was moved into an 
intensive care unit on November 13th 2011. With the birth of the next day, Yana 
glanced helplessly at her mother until she passed away. 
Yana is just one victim of this ongoing medical business, which is being at some 
points very clearly practiced in what common people thought of as reputable 
medical centers. In such a humanitarian crisis, the major blame is on the political 
regime which gives such business environment to flourish.

Upcoming Cultural Events

“Khaled El Haber & the Band” 
Live in concert on 23 May, 2013 at UNESCO Palace. 
For more info please call (71/200654 & 03/181585)
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Nour Chamoun
Reverberations of the Great Iranian Coup
 For most of the world, Iran’s history of opposition towards the West begins in 
1979 with the Islamic Revolution and the overthrow of the Shah of Iran. The story, 
however, for most Iranians, begins in 1953, when the British intelligence, MI6, 
with the aid of the CIA, managed to successfully orchestrate a coup d’état to 
topple the democratically elected government and oust prime minister, Mohammad 
Mossadegh, installing the Shah who maintained two decades of dictatorship under 
his rule. 
 Mossadegh became prime minister in 1951. He was a political reformer, and 
during his term, he became largely popular for nationalizing the oil industry in 
Iran. This angered the British owned Anglo-Iranian Oil Company that dominated 
the market during that period. He posed a serious threat to the British, through his 
ability to challenge economic supremacy over Iran’s largest natural recourse. This 
caused the British government and the United States to intervene and lead a covert 
coup, named “Operation Ajax”, under the condition that American oil companies 
are allowed to share in the profits of Iranian oil. The Western super powers re-
instated the Shah, previously weakened by the parliament.
 This historical incident sparked the beginnings of anti-Americanism in Iran and 
the region. A wave of Islamic fundamentalism began to gain popularity as the 
Shah’s authoritarian, pro-US dictatorship increasingly allowed foreign companies 
to privatize Iran’s oil, imposed Western culture on a country that’s majority were 
religious conservatives, and carelessly spent tax money on personal expenses. 
His monarchy lost its legitimacy and he was dethroned by popular demand and 
replaced with an Islamic government led by Shia cleric, Ayatollah Khomeini. 
It seemed like resorting to religious extremism and a revolution resulting in the 
complete political transformation of the current regime was the only way to gain 
national sovereignty and combat the growing Western cultural, political and 
economical hegemony slowly devouring the country. Today’s Iran is a country 
known for its adamant anti-American policies, its questionable nuclear program, 
claimed to have destructive purposes, and a dominant Islamic regime more popular 
than ever. Newton’s laws of motion state that “To every action, there is always an 
equal and opposite reaction.” Fanaticism doesn’t just sprout out of nowhere. It is 
a result of years of oppression and Western influence. This socio-political pattern 
is not foreign to neighboring countries in the Middle East, where theocratic politics 
are gaining momentum in opposition to secular dictatorships and unfavorable 
Western political influences. 
 Westerners’ image of Iran was constructed through years of hostility towards the 
West since the Islamic Revolution against the pro-US dictatorship. Mainstream 
American and European media outlets repetitively associate Iran with religious 
fundamentalism and violence, but fail to shed light on the superpowers’ race 
to gain profits from Iranian oil and the consequences these actions had on the 
political nature of the country, which played a pivotal role in igniting the Iranian 
Revolution. For many Iranian nationalists, this political coup represented lost hope 
in a future away from Western interventionist policies that continue to meddle in 
Iran’s internal affairs till this day. Mossadegh, at the time, represented the country’s 
aspirations for a reformist government that sought to return the oil to the people 
and reject Western intervention. It might be too farfetched to claim that if it weren’t 
for the American and British orchestrated coup, it would have changed the course 
of history and Iran would have a national, 
secular government, but surely its not far from 
the reality of what could have been. 
 Gaining a holistic view of Iran’s decades-
long internal struggles and the external 
influencing factors that often dictated the 
policies that governed the country, provide 
a better understanding of the situations that 
allow religious fundamentalism to flourish and 
eventually become the mainstream school 
of thought.. Events, like the coup d’état, and 
the motives behind them are more complex 
than how Western media might portray them. 
Having an understanding of history is essential 
for evaluating current events in Iran, from its 
nuclear program to its relations with world 
powers and Israel. Being conscious of the past 
and having a non-biased view is what helps 
us fairly judge the actions of a nation and the 
reasons behind those actions. رامي قانصوغّيرلو النظام

                                              
»نحن مجموعة طالب من مختلف الطوائف و اإلنتماءات السياسية العلمانية، اجتمعنا على هذه 
الفكرة؛ معالجة الطائفية بالطائفية.«  هكذا يعّرف عن أنفسهم أعضاء حملة تكريس الطائفية.

تكريس الطائفية هي حملة قام بها طالب من الجامعة اللبنانية بدًءا من 13 آذار 2013. أما الوسيلة 
فقد استوحى بها الطالب من ممارسات األحزاب الطائفية التي أصبحت تّدعي العلمانية و غدت 
إلى تبّنيها لرسم  البلد يتيمة األب واألم فعمدت مجموعة من الطالب  المنتشرة في  الطائفية 

صورة مستقبلية عن لبنان طائفي نتجه إليه شيئًا فشيئًا.
بداًل من أن يحمل الطالب الشعارات و ينزلوا بها إلى الشوارع بمظاهرات طفح الكيل بها فعجزت 
عن إيصال اصواتهم، لبسوا كنزات سوداء كتبت عليها عبارات مثل »تلميذ الدكتور الشيعي« 

و نزلوا بها إلى حرم الجامعة.  
لم يكتفي هؤالء الطالب بذلك بل وّزعوا أيضًا بيانات كتب عليها »بطّلت إسمع فيروز ألنها مش 
من طايفتي« و »الطائفية طاقة فيي« و غيرها من الشعارات التي استفزت باقي الطّلاب الذين 
لم يعرفوا هدف الحملة و ماهيتها، خاصًة وأّن كل ذلك حدث بطريقة مفاجئة فشّكل صدمة في 

الجامعة.
ما  هذا  لكن  و  نهان,  كنا  نعم  البيانات،  نوّزع  عندما  الشتائم  علينا  تنهال  كانت  البدء  »في 

نعتبره رّدات الفعل اإليجابية،« يقول المنسق اإلعالمي للحملة.
ليست  تلك  أن  يعتبرون  ألنهم  بأسمائهم  البوح  عدم  للحملة  المنسقين  األعضاء  يفّضل 
لكن   . وطنه  و  جامعته  في  مكان  للطائفية  يكون  أن  يرفض  طالب  كل  حملة  انما  و  حملتهم 
الطالب المؤسسين و بالرغم من إختناق أيامهم بالدروس و الدوامات الجامعية اعطوا الكثير 
من وقتهم للحملة فكان من بينهم من يسهر طوال الليل لكي يراقب صفحة الفيسبوك كي 
يضمن االّ يكتب أي شيء مغاير ألهداف الحملة أو ذات طابع سياسي، وكان من بنينهم من يدفع 

من جيبه لتمويل الحملة.
كان المخّطط األساسي أن تنتهي الحملة بعد شهر من بدئها، أي في 13 نيسان، ذكرى الحرب 
لم  ذلك  أن  إال  الحملة.  تمثله  الذي  الطائفي  المستقبل  مالمح  بوضوح  ترتسم  فبذلك  األهلية. 
الكثيرين معها دفع  إثبات فعاليتها و تضامن  الحملة بإيصال رسالة صريحة و  يحدث، فنجاح  
بأعضائها إلى اإلستمرار بها. لكن بما أن رسالتها باتت معروفة و مفهومة لم يعد هناك من 
حاجة إلى اسمها فتحول من »تكريس الطائفية« إلى »تكسير الطائفية«. لم تتغير األحرف  و انما 

تغير ترتيبها لتنتقل بين كلمتين متضادتين و لكن الحملة بقيت ذات مضمون واحد.
يعد أعضاء الحملة بحمالت أخرى مماثلة، فالطرقات في لبنان معّبدة بالطائفية ومرّقعة بجور من 
الفتنة مّما يجعل سلوكها صعب و خطير ويضع أمام الشباب العلماني تحديات كثيرة و مسير 
تنتقل عدوى  واحدة فهل  انطلقت من جامعة  واحدة  الطائفية هي حملة  لكن تكسير  طويل. 

محاربة الطائفية إلى جامعات و مؤسسات الوطن األخرى؟

الطائفية...تكريس أم تكسير؟
يارا نحله

Good Reads 
Regarding the fitness craze: America 
has lost its soul; now it’s trying to save 
its body.

Brain Droppings
Published: 1997
Authors: George Carlin 

علي األميركاني
سنة اإلصدار: 2011

الكاتب:  هالة كوثراني

و ألنُه مثلنا جميعًا 
يعيد اكتشاف المبدعين بعد موتهم

The body is not a thing, it is a situation: 
it is our grasp on the world and our 
sketch of our project

The Second Sex 
Published: 1949
Authors: Simone de Beauvoir


