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The Alternative Student Movement
The Alternative Student Movement is an independent, secular, pluralist, and progressive 
student movement founded and based on students from the Lebanese American University. The 
movement is fully dedicated to the “Take Back the LAU Council” campaign. Along with that, 
the movement seeks to spread secular culture in the university and in the society. The movement 
aims to provide an alternative pluralist political and social student platform independent of the 
current political composition.
The AS movement considers civil and socio-economic rights - derived from the universal 
declaration of human rights - as the concrete basis of its conduct. Subsequently, the movement 
is committed to defend students’ rights against any violation.

For more information or any other request, contact the movement:

alternativestudentmovement@gmail.com

I am a student in the Lebanese American University, 
I am grateful for being fortunate enough to receive higher education in one of the 
leading academic institutions in the Middle East. I take pride in my virtues, and my 
ability to learn, and the chances that I received, and I work hard to succeed in life, 
both on the professional and the personal level.
I am not grateful for the lack of government, because, as a student, I feel insecure. I 
feel insecure because I do not receive protection from any standing body. Moreover, 
I feel insecure because my obligations are defined, by the authorities as well as the 
institution in which I study, while my rights, whatever they are, are neither granted 
nor defended. 
Other youngsters from my generation seek social protection and means to survive 
the harsh economic cycle as well as in the economic cycle. As a matter of fact, many 
from my generation found refuge in political parties and sectarian affinities to protect 
themselves from every kind of insecurity, except for fear.
I have come to conclude that fear is the main factor that shapes this nation’s culture. 
Fear is the motive behind the formation of affinities and the fortification of sectarian 
belongings. Fear remains the main power-source for the survival of the Lebanese 
system; fear of the other, fear of the self, fear of reflection of rights and wrongs and, 
finally, fear of admitting wrongs, fear of being wrong. Hence, hostility dictates the 
relationships of people- hostility fueled up by “fear of the other, fear of the different”.
I have come to the conclusion that I will not be afraid anymore, and this is my 
manifesto:
I am a student of the Lebanese American University, I am a citizen of the world and 
I respect the variety of cultural and social backgrounds of everyone else.
I am an advocate of humanity and I judge people based on their character regardless 
their faith or religious and sectarian associations. 
I am concerned about my rights as a student in Lebanon and I will strive to claim 
and protect them with respect to both the constitutional bodies and my educational 
institution. 
I dream of a culture liberated from sectarian and affinity demagogues of political 
parties, which majorly contributed to the destruction of proper student life, and to the 
attainment of equal civil rights to everyone in Lebanon.
I dream of a future system that guarantees my rights as a student and rewards my 
hard work.
I dream of a strong student coalition voicing out students, regardless their sects, 
religious affiliations, and political views.
I am dedicated to my cause, and I will always give in my best to demand equal rights 
for all students.

Nour Nassif

Three years in university and all the difference in student representation I have 
come across was… well… none. 
As a recent graduate of Political Science from LAU, my classes were filled with 
riveting discussions on the Lebanese system and its many flaws, and I was glad to 
be part of an environment of students that always struggled against the sectarian 
stream and called for secular modes of action. 
So, why you is it that you, a political science student in LAU, should vote Alternative?
Easy. 
Primarily, our sectarian-ridden national political system should not find its way into 
our private educational platform. Our rowdy political parties must not have the 
right to exercise their agendas inside our campus, whose student council should 
remain free of ideologies and phony promises. Another main reason to vote 
Alternative is you; Students at LAU have long called for proper representation and 
truthful allegations. Do want to be bombarded with phone calls every November 
promising you this and that, or do you want to see bona fide action taken in an 
independent student-oriented council that would actually represent you? 
Personally I would vote for someone who would represent me, a secular individual, 
and not one that will represent the desires of our national political parties on 
my own account. History has only proven to be against any promises given by 
politicized candidates, and it is time to act on this fact. Additionally, if it is not 
the Political Science department that speaks up the loudest and the clearest, then 
who will? We are all in this field for a reason – be it to see change, or to be the 
change. Voting Alternative will be the beginning of a long awaited metamorphosis 
in student thought concerning our life on campus and your input will be the chief 
basis for that. And so, to students of the Political Science department, and all 
students at LAU in general – voting Alternative is key. Stand in opposition to 
sectarianism, stand in opposition to false promises, and stand in opposition to 
status quo. 
Vote Alternative

Voting Alternative 

The Man Manifesto
Mohamad J. Hodeib
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Take Back LAU Council 2013

Last year marked the first successful independent student electoral movement at 
the Lebanese American University under the name of “Take Back LAU Council”. 
We have shown that an alternative choice is not only available; it is a right for 
students. Last year’s team succeeded in winning one seat in Beirut’s council. The 
Alternative candidate became the council’s president due to the inconsistency 
of both struggling parties to obtain a majority in the council.
After the fruitful experience of last year’s elections, and due to our realization 
that the council is being subject to malfunctioning as a result of political feud by 
the existing parties, and based on the promises we gave our fellow students, 
Take Back LAU Council Team officially announces the initiation of its campaign 
for the academic year 2013-2014, based upon the following demands:

1.  Promoting the role of student governance in decision-making tactics and   
     in following up all needs and demands of students that cover academic and 
     student life subjects;
2.  Having “Stop Tuition Fee Increase” demand as one of the top priorities 
     in our agenda, in which the issue will be handled by our prospective council
     members on both campuses;
3.  Demanding the increase in transparency in the university’s budget so that 
     we would be better acknowledged in where the money is being spent in our 
     institution;
4.  Calling for the increase in the opening hours of our libraries, especially 
    during exam periods, and inaugurate 24-hour studios and working areas for 
    students;
5.  Working to have a more winter-friendly campus, in which the number of 
    rain shelters should be increased and pathways between buildings would be 
    covered;
6.  Balancing the availability of courses between Beirut and Byblos campuses;
7.  Improving the student housing (dorms) in terms of reducing the rental fees, increasing the services and putting plans to increase the availability of places;
8.  Putting much more effort in providing conference and internship opportunities for all students and supporting them financially;
9.  Calling for monthly meetings between the council and student body, and a meeting between students and the president so that we could discuss and 
      handle various on-date topics;
10. Increasing the funding for research institutions and acknowledging the students’ efforts in the research work.

Take Back LAU Team proudly announces the names of our honored candidates in both Beirut and Byblos campuses:

Beirut Campus:
•  School of Arts and Sciences, below 60 credits: Sarabelle Khalifeh.
•  School of Arts and Sciences, 60 credits and above: Ferdaous Naili.
•  School of Business, 60 credits and above: Layane el Horr.
•  School of Architecture and Design: Shaden Fakih.

Byblos Campus:
•  School of Arts and Sciences: Pia Kfouri.
•  School of Architecture and Design: Lilly Hamouch.
•  School of Business: Wissal Chaaban.
•  School of Engineering: Bassel Saridar

In addition, and based on the principles of the Take Back LAU campaign in which the candidates are Alternative independent students un-affiliated in any 
way with any political or religious group; we give our full support to any independent candidate on both campuses if his or her campaign platform agrees 
with the team’s agenda. On this basis, Take Back LAU Council 2013 fully supports all the independent candidates who will be running in other schools on 
both campuses, an independent candidate is the Alternative choice for all students.
Towards prosperous governance we work, and towards a better society we hope.  
Take Back LAU Council 2013 Campaign.

Candidates as listed above

#vote_alternative


